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The Dream Lives On, 
the Work Continues

Martin Luther King Jr. acknowledges the crowd gathered for his “I Have a Dream” speech at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington.  
The speech—delivered in 1963—was part of the March on Washington to support proposed civil rights legislation. © AP Images

I t was a speech that the world 
cannot forget. On August 28, 
1963, an estimated 250,000 

people marched to the Lincoln 
Memorial in Washington where 
they heard Martin Luther King 
Jr. give a speech destined to res-
onate through the ages.

	

   

  
  


Some historians maintain that 
King’s speech, delivered at one 
of the largest civil rights dem-
onstrations in U.S. history, was 
one of those rare moments that 
changed a nation—paving the 
way for a transformation of 
American law and life.

	    



    



organizers, sat behind King on 
the platform. “I think it was a 
decisive moment not only in U.S. 
civil rights history, but also in 
American history. It resulted in 
a new determination to move 
toward equality, freedom and 
greater employment for people 
of color.”

	
   


 
  



Formed of solid granite, the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial in Washington captures the leader’s 
unwavering commitment to civil rights and commemorates his legacy of peaceful protest. © AP Images.

march. It led to a time so full of 
promise and achievement. You 
could feel it.”
	
  

  

  
 

   
  

	     
  


    


	   


 

catch up. In a 1963 Newsweek poll, 
74 percent of whites said racial 
integration was “moving too fast,” 
a viewpoint that seems shocking 
today when attitudes are very dif-
ferent. By 2000, a New York Times 
poll reported 93 percent of whites 
said they would vote for a qualified 
black presidential candidate. More 
than 60 percent approved of inter-
racial marriage. And 80 percent 
said they did not care whether their 
neighbors were white or black.
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